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TO THE INHABITANTS OF BEIGHTON. 



NOTICE. 



After long and anxious reflection on the re- 
ligious evils^ which afflict and disturb Brighton^ 
I have decided upon the course of action implied 
in the publication of the following Letter.— 
Other methods are, perhaps, open to me, but I 
believe not one which is so well calculated, if 
GOD is pleased to bless it to successful issues, 
to be productive of good. 
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NOTICE. 



should be, which GOD may permit to be the 
means of purging into clearer brightness his 
own spiritual vision, or of removing error from 
before the eyes of others. It is addressed to an 
individual, but its moral and its maxims are 
intended for all — " Consider" — and I heartily 
pray GOD, all may strive faithfully to do this * 



* A body, which I recognize only as comprising Inhabitants of 
Brighton, and which styles itself, the Committee of the Brighton 
Protestant Association, has made a statement in p. 9. of itspablished 
report, which, however it may have been questioned by some, I take 
this opportunity of declaring, is a correct representation of a com- 
munication made by me to a member of that Committee. 
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that letter, and in the Memorial addressed to me, hy 
the Committee of the Brighton Protestant Defence 
Association. And I desire, and throughout have 
desired, to bring you to thia, — ^viewing yourself not so 
much a£ put upon your defence by tibeir allegations,, 
as called by the undeniable evidence of offence given, 
and disunion widely ^read around you — earnestly^ 
searchingly, as concerns yourself — and charitably, as 
concerns ail others — to try again the grounds of youi* 
proceedings; and to look to the results towards which 
they tend^ as they may be expected in favourers, on 
the one hand, and opponents on the other. And on. 
the different occasions alluded to above, on each short 
experiment, I have felt, partly from the state of my 
health (now of late by GOD's mercy, considerably 
more re-established), and partly from the engrossing, 
pressure of more than ordinary current business of the 
Diocese, I must wait a more favourable opportunity. 
I trust this has at length arrived. A month's resi- 
denee, some time since, in a bracing inland air, has, 
by GOD's mercy, relieved me almost entirely from 
sensations, which, for three years past, occasionally 
incapacitated, me for all mental exertbn ; and I am. 
now in a measure free from all other extraordinary 
claims i^on my time. I will not, howevar, consume 
more space in exordium, but proceed now to take the 
subjects in the order in which th^y occur in the 
ilemorial, and in yoiu* Letter. 



1st. With regard to the Pictorial Crucifixes : 

You acknowledge that, if by that term are meant 
simply Prints of our Blessed Lord's Crucifixion, you 
have given such prints to different persons, both rich, 
and poor ; and deny the having given any thing else, 
if ought else be intended. 

I believe there will be found to be no difference 
between you and the Committee on the fact. 

I have before me a small engraving of the Saviour, 
suspended on the cross ; the cross, and figure, white 
on a dark gray ground, set in a narrow thin black 
leathern border ; the back a thin stiff substance, with 
a small black ring at the top. The entire dimensions 
are 4| Inches by 2f , and the weight 2 ounces. It is 
well adapted, then, either to be suspended in the 
closet, or worn upon the person, or to be kept before 
the eyes on a table ; in short to be in either constant, 
or occasional use. It has been sent to me as a 
specimen of those you have distributed to the poor 
members of your Flock ; and I expect the description 
will enable you to recognise it as having probably 
come from your hands. I must now assume this, in 
what I have ftirther to say upon this head. 

You acknowledge having distributed such prints to 
both rich and poor ; but are " at a loss to understand 
what violation of duty" there can be in distributing 
Scriptural " Prints" ; or what is meant by the con- 
eluding words of the sentence, '* in a way to lead to a 

b2 
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superstitious use or estimation of them." And so 
you dismiss that subject. 

I must however ask you to reconsider all this ; and 
to weigh well, as before GOD in respect of duty towards 
those into whose hands you have put these prints, and 
as concerns your own soul, what you really design, 
and hope to effect through the medium of the use of 
these things. For you seem to have a system concern- 
ing them. It had been stated that you give them to 
the poor. You at once affirm that you give them to 
the rich also. You give them to all classes, and 
amongst them, to those who could abundantly afford 
to purchase them themselves, if they be in truth 
intended by you to be regarded simply as works of Art 
upon a sacred subject, and not as recommended for 
use, in some way, or other, with reference to the 
contemplation of that subject. I say, you avow that 
it is a system with you to give these to both rich, aad 
poor. 

You must think the possession of them to be some 
advantage to those to whom you give them. Yes — a 
spiritual help and advantage. — ^For, I repeat, simply 
as a work of Art, as a passing illustration to the eye 
of the stupendous miracle of mercy, which GOD has 
bestowed upon our race, you would scarcely present 
them to those who, characterised as rich, may be 
presumed able to supply themselves with such things, 
simply as illustrative prints to be looked at now and 
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then, in sufficient abundance. You must design more 
than this. — ^At least, if you do not, I confess to an 
incapacity of conceiving an adequate motive for the 
avowed systematic proceeding. 

However, perhaps you will say — ^yes — ^that you do 
of course believe that by giving, you render a service 
to those to whom you give these prints ; you think the 
senses were intended to be media of wholesome 
spiritual impressions, as well as all the other inlets to 
our moral and spiritual being ; that you feel profoundly 
no subject demands, on the part of the Christian, 
such constant absorbing contemplation as the suffer- 
ings of Christ for his sake ; that these small prints 
simply renew, through the eye, the recollection, and, 
it may be hoped, by GOD's grace and blessing, with 
the recollection, may help to work a beneficial 
impression upon the heart of those sufferings ; that 
the use of them, therefore, and your distribution 
of them, are not only no violation of duty, but 
laudable. 

You may feel, and reason thus. But then, before 
I proceed to consider, in the hope of inducing you 
to review such positions (if you hold them), I must 
remark, you can scarcely be unaware that, and 
therefore not at much loss to understand how, those 
who differ from you, must consider all this as calcu- 
lated to lead to a superstitious estimation of them 
also. 
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Of course we are both aware that the above is the 
defence of those who apply such things to a devotional 
use. And there have been, and are, multitudes who 
see no evil therein, who, as I suppose it possible you 
may do, maintain that great advantage may, by 
GOD's grace and blessing, be hoped therefrom. Of 
course we know the EomiBh Church maintains this, 
as she has done for centuries. The Greek Church, 
also, as to paintings. The vestiges of our own Bood- 
Lofks testify, not only to the principle, but to the 
application of it, in past times, in this land also, in 
the very subject of your prints. And the late Dr. 
Arnold, to whose authority some would pay more 
deference than you, probably, will concede, ai^es, 
in my judgment presumptuously, unjustifiably, for 
the use of the Crucifix, concluding a note upon that 
argument with these words, " I think it (the crucifix) 
is most wanted, where the feeling against it would 
be the strongest, as in England at this moment, and 
still more in Scotland," — Sermons, vol, 2,p, 445, 1832. 
But these things must weigh nothing, with either you 
or me, if Scripture, antiquity, and our Church speaking 
herein with the voice both of Scripture and antiquity, 
have declared against them. 

Of Br. Arnold's reasoning on this question, I have 
said, it appears to me presumptuous. I believe that 
to be the true and proper ground on which to meet 
it. GOD has spoken in the second Commandment : 



11 



and because He has spoken, and not repealed His 
command, I believe it is as unlawful now to make to 
ourselves any outward representation, for the purpose 
of using it in Divine Worship, as under the old 
covenant. 

In Dr. Arnold's view> — the principle of this 
Commandment, was to prevent us from forming 
unwarranted, and therefore, necessarily, unworthy 
notions of GrOD. This, however, is not the principle 
assigned in the Commandment itself. The reason 
there assigned is, that GOD is a jealous GK)D. That 
He will not endure that the worship of the creature, 
whom He has formed for His own glory, or the least 
portion of it, be diverted &om Himself to any oUicr 
object whatsoever. — This is tiie ground, the principle, 
if we must meet such language, of the second Com- 
mandment. And He who knoweth what is in man, 
has enunciated that Commandment as absolutely, and 
with as little indication of any licence in reserve for 
man, at some distant period, by arguing upon it, to 
treat it as not absolute, and as admitting of soma 
exception of his own devising, as when He enunciated 
the first Command to our parents in Paradise. Isaiah's 
words "My Glory will I not give to another," (Is. 
xlviii: 11.) and the constant expression of the anger 
of jealousy in reference to all the bearings on this 
subject, which runs throughout Scripture, must be 
taken as the true commentary. One of the conse- 
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quencGS to the heart of man is the degradation of 
which Dr. Arnold speaks. But the Lawgiver, and the 
Prophet, and Scripture at large all refer, not to this 
£act of man's notions of GOB becoming unworthy, 
but to GOD's unalterable WiU to permit none of those 
feelings, which shonld be consecrated to Him in 
worship, to be diTWted in any degree to any other 
object whatsoevOT.* 

I have adyerted to the absoluteness of the Com- 
mand, and to the consideration that it is given by 
One who knoweth what is in man. I believe man ib 
never safe, ia any of his generations, upon lids 
point, excepting as he weighs well this fact. The 
history of our race is a commentary on the wisdom, 
and mercy of the absoluteness of this Command. If 
man had known! if GOD's own people had not 
devised excuses to themselves for the violation of it ! 
we cannot telli or presume to guess what in that case 
would have been the course of Providence. Israel 
might have Mien, notwithstanding, into deep moral 
corruption, as was found to be his state, though 
idolatry had long ceased from among them, when 

(a) I desire here to observe, that I beg no one will infer, from 
what has been said above, that I fail to acknowledge the service which 
the late Dr. Arnold has rendered to Christianity, and the cause of 
sound education among the higher classes, by his uncompromising 
advocacy, and inculcation of the necessity of basing aU education in 
religion and religious training; or that I do not sympathise in the 
general estimate of his high and noble character, or [fail to acl&now- 
ledge and admire his great talents. 
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John Baptist smnmoiied the nation to repentance. 
But their then mixed state of formality, and cor- 
mption may have derived aggravation, and intensity 
from their past idolatries. And I need not, perhaps, 
remind you that some have given such an application 
to the parable of the unclean Spirit. HoTi^ever, I say 
the whole history of our race, Israel included, is a 
commentary on the wisdom and mercy of the absolute- 
ness of this command. However faultiess, apparentiy, 
the theory of man's striving to derive assistance, and 
incitement in his communion with GOD, frx)m setting 
before himself at the time, outward symbols, or 
representations of the perfections, or works, or love, 
or vengeance of the Deity, experience shews that 
evil consequences invariably result. 

Nor is it impossible even to trace the process. The 
very theory is that there is an outward, inert, dead 
thing to be mixed up, more, or less, in the intercourse 
of the heart and soul with GK)D. It is concerned in 
it, be it as a remembraneer only, if you will. But, 
called upon to work a part, in doing this, it draws 
sometlmig to itself. It ceases to be a common thing. 
Eespect comes to belong to it. And a degree of 
reverence to be shewn towards it. But this is the 
vary thing which GOD declares He wiU not allow to 
be mixed with the worship of Himself. It shall 
excite His jealousy. The admixture of honour to 
something else in the very act of intercourse with 
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Him (we must not omit this most material point) is 
grievously offensive to Him. It ceases so far to be a 
pure worship. It sets man on the road towards a 
distinct recognition of the sacredness, towards a 
separate veneration of the object so employed. And 
this may easily be aggravated, so as to become the 
germ of essential idolatry. 

For let us consider. Assuredly the more intense 
the fervour which has kindled itself at such a source, 
the greater is the danger that the outward object has 
been, not a remembrancer or a stimulant merely, but 
a sharer likewise of the affections so excited. And 
hence it frequently takes to itself the outward visible 
mark of such affections. 

Is it a new thing to kiss the Crucifix? Nay, 
can it be denied, that in every country, where the 
Ministers of the GFospel have encouraged the use of 
this, and other visible representations, as aids in acts 
of veneration, and worship, the result has been the 
degradation of the great mass of the people into 
an idolatrous estimation of, and service to them? 
Instead of proving themselves aids to devotion in 
the worship of GOD, and of his blessed Son, the use 
of them makes them daily more and more ensnaring, 
for the withdrawing of the mind and heart from the 
unseen, and centering them on the seen and palpable 
object. Surely, if a real benefit were derived from 
them, and the thoughts and affections more and more 
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purified and spiritualized, they should he daily less and 
less necessary or useM. The soul should be more 
capable of rising, without these helps, to exercises of 
contemplation of the price paid in sufferings for our 
redemption; or of the glory into which Christ has 
ascended, and prepared a way for His faithM followers 
to enter. But what if, on the contrary, the Christian 
who has fostered his devotion, by the employment of 
the Crucifix, comes to be almost or in any degree unable 
to dispense with its aid — ^Is he then in the state 
required of the worshippers of GOD, who, Christ 
declares, must worship in spirit and in truth ? If the 
image, or the picture has come to be thus necessary to 
him, is there no room to fear the wrath of the jealousy 
of GK)D upon him, in respect of the relation of this 
external object to the inward frame of his heart and 
mind ? And that the dreadful consequence must be, 
that as he takes not the right method for obtaining 
renewals of GOD's Holy Spirit, so, and in as far as he 
takes a wrong one, will they be more and more with- 
holden from him ; and he be given up more and more 
to his own delusions, and to an inability to see the 
right way. 

But you mean no such application of these pictorial- 
Crucifixes, and you contemplate no such results. But 
you give them to rich and poor. You distribute them, 
as I contend your admission clearly shews, upon some 
principle ; as a system ; or, as part of a system, and 
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for some object, and purpose. What is it ? Have you 
thoroughly examined, and clearly settled this, in your 
mind? 

This is the point which, I am happy to say, I 
doubt. And I am confirmed in this impression by 
your own words, where you say, you are "at a loss to 
understand what is meant by the imputation upon 
you of your distributing these prints in a way calcu- 
lated to lead to a superstitious use, or estimation of 
them." I do you the justice of assuming that this is 
not a mere fa^on de parler with you. That you have 
not resorted to it as a convenient mode of getting rid 
of an unwelcome subject, or as the expression of a 
determination on your part not to enter upon a 
controversy with your accusers as to the possibility, 
or probability of such results following from your 
practice ; but that you reaUy do not understand how 
there can be a superstitious use, or estimation of such 
things, or, at any rate, how your way of distributing 
them can lead to such consequences. 

If this assertion had been qualified in some way, 
or accompanied with a statement to me of certain 
explanations, or cautions, always given together with 
the Pictorial Crucifix, the ground might have been 
partly at least removed on which I am happy to rest 
as an indication that you have not, in truth, given 
much consideration to this matter, nor come to any 
clear view of your own object in it. But you say not 
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whether any thing, or what, passes at the tune between 
you, and those to whom you give these Crucifixes. 
I^ot a word of your stating any thing, or what, to 
them, as to the advantage of having, and using such 
things; nor of explanation, whether, and how you 
recommend them to be used — ^nor of caution given, or 
withholden against their abuse. Do you really say 
nothing? give no directions, to the poor especially, 
how the thoughts are to be employed, when the 
picture is before their eyes ? no exhortation how such 
a sight should remind of Sin, and lead to contrition ? 
how the heart should be affected with sorrow, and at 
the same time be lifted up in gratitude, and love for 
such infinite love shewn for sinners ? If nothing of 
all this is expressed at the time, or acknowledged in 
your own consciousness as a result secretly hoped for, 
then the matter certainly resolves itself into a mere 
aimless distribution of prints on Scriptural subjects ; 
and you may be at a loss to understand how you can 
thereby be ministering to a superstitious use, or 
estimation of them. But then every one, I think, 
must be equally at a loss to conjecture why you dis- 
tribute them at all to both rich and poor, as you 
inform me you do. And my view will hold good, that 
you have not in truth determined with yourself, why 
you observe such a practice, nor are aware of its 
possible tendency and bearings, but have yet to 
examine into and form a judgment upon all this. And 
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if you feel this to be the case, let me beseech you 
to enter upon such examination forthwith. 

Nor regret, I entreat you, the leading, with which I 
have endeavoured to conduct you. to a view of the 
beginnings of the evils, arising out of the devotional 
use of the representation of the Saviour on the 
Grdss. Deem not such dissection of the thoughts 
and i^elings superfluous. Cast it not aside as usdess. 
My object is, to lead you, by GOD's blessing, to see 
wbere the germ and root of the evil is — and that 
danger is inseparable from the thing itself. Tou 
have been at a loss, to understand how. I have 
endeavoured to shew, — ^that with the advantages 
contended for, there is, of necessity, intertwined a 
hazard and a danger. And I have directed you 
to the consideration, that QOD Himself has been 
pleased to rest His second Command upon a reason, 
which duly weighed and considered, may serve as a 
lamp, to disclose to us the existence of this hazard, 
when otherwise, we might least suspect it. The 
pLctonal Crucifix may be an instance. Many see no 
harm in the devotional use of it. But it cannot £ul 
to draw to itself, some of those feelings of revermce 
and affection, which should rest on the Incarnate 
Saviour Himself alone; and so the heart of l^e 
worshipper will be tainted, and GOD's jealousy 
awakened. And woe betide that worshipper, if this 
goes on. The symbol will become dearer and dearer 
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to him, and he will bestow upon it, an increasing 
portion of his religious feeling. In the same degree, 
however, he is certainly increasing his offence towards 
GOD. Will any one say this is not so; but that 
love towards Christ is inflamed thereby ? then, as I 
have argued above, ought the outward help to be less 
and less needed, and become eventually superfluous ; 
be in the end laid aside. But we see no instances 
of this ; on the contrary, the spiritual fornication 
proceeds, to the deeper and deeper degradation of 
the individual, or of the nation, or Church, which 
has (mce opened the way to it. All Christendom 
testifies to this. 

The beginnii^s have every where been small, 
and, on this ground, the Eeformed Communions, we 
know, have rejected such tibings altogether. And 
they are justifled by the fact, that no instance can be 
quoted, where the permitted use of them has not 
gradually led to gross superstition and idolatry. For 
GOD blesses none of these things. The results shew 
that he disowns them. Ko trace can be found of a 
command in their favour. Throughout Scripture, no* 
words can be found approaching to the most distant 
recognition, much less, a sanction of them. Greats 
then, is the responsibility^ of any one, who, on some 
human theory, tampers with these matters, in his- 
own way; presumptuously using that towards the- 
worship of GOD, which GOD has not commanded. 
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Hear a short extract from a most excellent book, 
(Mr. Scudamore's Letters to a Seceder from the 
Church of England to the Communion of Home) 
which has Mien into my hands since I commenced 
this letter. At page 81, you will find a passage 
entirely to our present point ! " She (the Church of 
Rome) suggests by way of explanation (as to her use 
of Images) that it (the second commandment) only 
forbids the use of images, when they are worshipped 
as GOD ; or where a divinity, or power, is belieyed 
to reside in them, for the sake of which the worship 
is to be paid to them.^ If you make a cold and 
infrequent use of images in your devotion, and shut 
your eyes to what others are doing, this explanation 
may perhaps satisfy you; and you may learn to 
wonder, how any one can object to the practice. If, 
however, you enter into it with fervour, as in all 
probability you wiU be encouraged to do, it wiU not 
be long before a suspicion of its guilt, and danger, 
obtrudes itself on you. The habit of gazing, during 
prayer, with feelings of awe and reverence on a 
representation of your Lord crucified, or of His 
mother, must lead, by an inevitable law of human 
nature, to a transference of at least a portion of the 
devotion, which is intended for the prototype, to t^e 
material resemblance. If your eyes were closed, the 

(6) The reference is to the Trent Catechiim, Fart III. in Prim. 
Dec. Praec. § xxxiv. 
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mere posture of the body would have the same eflPect 
in time. You might begin by kneeling ^^or^ the 
image : you would end in kneeling to it. But when 
its presence is seen, as well as felt, it quickly begins 
to exercise a strange fascination over the worshipper. 
You soon feel yourself aflFected towards it, as if it 
were instinct with a kind of borrowed life, and itself 
endowed with power to help and harm you. You 
begin to look to it for aid, and pity ; to love it, and 
stand in awe of it. Such is the experience that you 
may expect in the earnest use of images to aid 
devotion. You can hardly fail to notice the change 
in your feelings, and it is more than probable, that, 
when you do observe it, you will be conscious that 
all is not right with yon. GOD grant that it may be 
so, and that this may be the beginning of repentance." 
I^ow, if at any time, such aids and helps had been 
expedient, may we not believe GK)D would in mercy 
have directed man towards them ? But where in the 
whole Bible is there any command, or suggestion of 
ihe kind ? You can point to neither text, nor circum- 
stance, bearing liiat way. On the contrary, though 
GOD, in His wisdom, and with meanings, and 
^Dreshadowings of a very different character, was 
pleased to vouchsafe to the Israelites an abiding 
symbol of His presence, yet how careftdly was the 
access to it guarded ! The high Priest alone ever 
permitted to come within the Holy of Holies, where 
c 
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it dwelt; he too, but once a year, npr without 
sacrifice, and the Bound 6f bells, breaking the still- 
ness of that dread place, and, lest he should die, 
procla im ing him the authorized commissioned High 
Friest, whose privilege was founded only on his being 
the Type of a mighty One to come, while the veiling 
Cherubs warned not to gaze. 

Will you speak of the Erazen Serpent in the 
wilderness ? Clearly this was an outward symbol of 
a sacramental grace of life preserved ; and the act oi 
looking up to it, was that exercise of faith in the 
promise of healing, to be consequent thereupoii^ 
which is still the necessary condition of benefit 
from the Chriatian Sacraments. The act was to be 
performed once, by and for each individual, and, as 
far as we learn, onee only. It was not used to 
kindle faith. The Israelites had already repented (^ 
the sin, which had brought the plague of fiery 
serpents upon them^ and besought Moses that he 
would pray unto GOD for their relief. They knew 
their want; they believed GrOD could relieve them 
from it, and shewed that belief, by readily looking, 
according to the command, upon the serpent of brass 
which Moses lifted up. Here is no trace whatever 
of this outward symbol being in any way intended 
as an incentive to piety. It was given simply as an 
occasion for the exercise of a faith which already 
existed. By GOD's gracious appointment, large 



blessings followed : and GhriBtians may here see an 
instructive illustration of one ingredient in the 
character of their own Sacraments. It came indeed 
afterwards to draw to itself a portion of the reverence 
due to GOD only: and it is recorded among the 
praiseworthy acts of Hezckiah that, for that reason, 
he destroyed it, and gave it a name significant of its 
inherent worthlessness.* So dangerous is it to 
abuse with reverential aims and purposes things 
which GOD has not given to be so employed. 

The passages of the Bible in which the word "pray," 
in some or other of its inflexions, occurs, approach, if 
they do not exceed, three hundred, to say nothing of 
other passages innumerable, which bear more or less 
directly on that subject. In no (me of them is tibere 
the least sugg:estion that man shonld seek to kindle 
or inflame his piety by the use of any ontward help 
analogous to the Pictorial Crucifix. -Of the inward 
frame of heart and mind wherewil^ he should come 
before GOD in prayer mention is made, and directions 
and examples are given abundantly. But all have 
reference direct to the heart, the soul, the spirii. No 
outward incentive, or aid, is so much as thought of. 
Wherever preparation is impUed, or spoken of, it is 
that of the heart, by the aid of GOD*s holy spirit.* 

* 2. KiofTP xviii. 4. 
(r) See tlie remarkable passive 2. Chron. xxx. 18-20. 

c 2 
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Are there then^ no leadings, no aids, no strength- 
enings to prayer and praise spoken of in Sacred Writ? 
Thanks be to GK)D, abundantly are they stated and 
promised. But they are to be sought for, and they 
are to come direct fix)m GOD, and His Holy Spirit. 
That blessed Spirit helps our infirmities in prayer,* 
the outpouring of it is promised to all believers in 
the Gospel;* if we ask it shall be given unto us/ 
But we must go boldly to the throne of grace,^ with 
a heart strong in humble faith in the intercession of 
our great High Priest who is passed into the Heavens. 
All the remainder of that Epistle to the Hebrews is 
most profitable to this question, and well worth 
the earnest consideration of any who seek to aid 
their faith, or their devotion by such miserable helps 
as pictorial Crucifixes, or any other visible represen- 
tations. Let me direct your attention particularly 
to the following verses, (19-28) of the Tenth 
Chapter, for the Apostle's view of the temper, 
and frame of heart and mind which become the 
disciple of Christ who believes GK)D's own word 
that in Him He has given unto us remission of 
sins, and an Intercessor pleading for us in Heaven. 
"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 

(d) Bom. Yiii. 26. 

(«) Joel U. 88-99. John vii. S8-89. (/) Lakexi.9. 

ig) Heb.iv. 16. 
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the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way, which He hath consecrated for us, 
through the veil, that is to say His flesh, and having 
an High Priest over the house of GK)D ; let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance of Mth, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us 
hold fast the profession of our faith without wwoeringy 
far Seis fMhfd that promisedJ^ The Apostle directs 
us to turn the eye of faith upon the accepted sacrifice 
of Christ, the ear of faith to the promises of GOD. 
He says not a word of any help h,ereto fix)ni the use 
of picture, or statue, or any other outward sign 
presented to the bodily senses. I^ay, the having 
recourse to them, instead of assurance of faith, 
implies its weakness, which the constant use of them, 
instead of diminishing and overcoming, must increase, 
and subdue us imder, more and more, imtil what 
might have been faith becomes mere superstition. 

This is a most important consideration. The true 
spiritual love of Christ, the faithful resting on GOD's 
promises in Him are not assisted, and enflamed 
by such things. They are impaired, and injured, and 
debased into feelings and habits of a weakening 
and injurious tendency. One proof of this I have 
insisted upon before, viz. that if they really had a 
beneficial effect, the soul as it becomes stronger in 
inward faith and devotion should soon cast them 
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aside — and renounce them. For rem^nber^ the 
commtinion of the soul with GOD and with Ghrist 
ahoiild be direct, spiritual ; a lifting of the heart, 
passing by all other things, and going direct to those 
heart-filling objects. This is the worshipping of 
GOD, This the acknowledgement of an unspeakable 
debt to Christ, and the movement of gratitude and 
lore towards Him. And all that intervenes betwe^i 
Him and this direct intercourse and communion with 
Him, lowers, and debases it. 

I shall be met perhaps by some, with the following 
plausible statement and pleading. It will be said, do 
we not make to ourselves pictures of those we love ? 
Do we not delight to use representations of them for 
the purpose of re-calling their features, their looks, 
their manner, their bearing ? and as we gaze upon 
them, does not the tide of affection swell in our 
bosoms, and do we not appear as it were to come 
near to, and in the contemplation of the picture to 
enjoy something of their actual presence ? yes — ^AU 
this may be granted, and the representation is valued 
by us in proportion as it is exact, and accomplishes 
these things efltectually. 

But, will any one deliberately apply this to a 
Pictorial Crucifix? or any other representation of 
the crucified Kedeemer? Do we use the portraits of 
our friends when we have our friends themselves 
near to us? And to use a visible representation of 
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the sufferings of Christ for the sake of bringing the 
sense of those sufferings near to us, is not to apply 
to the Spirit of GOD to do so, but to an imaginatioiji 
of our own. 

And, how near can it approach to a full and just 
exhibition of all the love that led to that suffedng^ 
all the agony under the burden of Sin laid upon Him 
who was our sacrifice, all the mystery of that awful 
transaction into which Angels desire to look ? Can it 
indeed represent, and effect any portion whatevOT <rf 
all this ? Of itself it clearly cannot. Whence then 
is it to derive the power ? From the heart and soul, 
it will be said, of the worshipper. He is to look 
upon the picture, and think upon the sufferings, for 
his sake, of Him whom it represents to his bodily 
eye, thus hanging upon the Cross. The picture 
will impress the outward sense; the natural feelings 
of pity and commiseration will be thereby stirred 
within, and then, by the soul bending itself to the 
contemplation, and deep lamenting of its own sin, 
and to the consideration of the gratitude and love 
due to so self-denying, so loving, and so mighty a 
benefactor, the sense of sin will, by the aid of l^e 
Holy Spirit be deepened, and the love of Christ 
inflamed. 

But let us again examine the lawfulness of this — 
Let us bring it to a sure test. Dares the worshipper 
begin, by imploring the aid and blessing of the Holy 



28 



Spirit on his approaching use of a picture to this 
purpose ? to bless to his heart and soul his use of a 
picture in divine worship ? Where is the injunction 
of such a prayer ? where his warrant for such a 
hope ? who has taught him that he may make such a 
likeness to himself, and dare to pray for the aid of 
GOD's Holy Spirit in making use of it ? and where, 
then is the second Commandment ? It con£x)nts and 
forbids him. Where the obedient fear of the jealousy 
which that Commandment denounces, and which,, if 
kindled against us, may bum as a consuming fir^ ? 
Nay, my Dear Sir, the invention thus presumptuously 
sought out by a Christian to himself, may be but 
the beginning of an evil, but if left to grow and 
expand itself, according to its own nature, it. requires 
but to be conbined with an exaggerated veneration 
of Saints, to engender by a legitimate consequence, 
a multiplication of pictures, and to lead to the 
introduction of images, and gross idolatry. 

In this Country, no one, Protestant or Eomanist, 
is likely to exemplify even in his own single person 
the fiilness of these injurious results, much lees, so 
long as GOD enables us to preserve the purity of our 
national, faith, shall we witness their growth to any 
wide extent in the community at large. But this 
subtracts not from the imperativeness of the duty, to 
endeavour to check and to overthrow, in its very 
beginnings, an error so plausible, and so destructive. 
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I write under a sense of this obligation. I think it 
possible that even those, whose words I quoted at the 
commencement of this letter, and who spoke of yon, 
as distributing pictorial crucifixes " in a way calculated 
to lead to a superstitious use, or estimation of them," 
may not be, any more than I am confident you hdve 
yourself been hitherto, aware of the extreme hazard 
and danger inseparable from the use of them. And 
farther, I fear this evil and danger are neither con- 
fined to Brighton, nor to this Diocese, but that they 
affect individuals of our community throughout the 
land. And I believe the use is not limited to the 
employment of a mere pictorial crucifix. 

With many, I believe, it already assumes a stiU 
more objectionable and dangerous form. The solid 
statue Crucifix is, I believe often used, and that too 
in Oratories fitted up with all the accessories which can 
contribute to its impressivenessj a gloomy approach, 
stained windows, the apartment raised a step or two 
before the figure, the figure itself elevated in the 
obscurest part of the small chamber; while the 
antique kneeling chair indicates where the head of 
the worshipper is to be bowed before, or his eyes 
lifted towards it. I put it to every one who uses 
such a thing — ^Will he feel an entire confidence, and 
clearness of conscience, in saying that he has no 
peculiar growing affection towards that image? no 
distinct veneration for it ? If he is led to suspect 
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himself of such feelings, has he the sincerity^ and 
the. piety towards GOD, to follow the example of 
Hezekiahy to s^arate himself from it, and to call it 
Nehushtan? 

Again, you may possible say, that afber aU^ I 
am giving you and myself needlese trouble : and 
alarming and agitating the minds of many, very un- 
necessarily ; that though you distribute these things 
to both rich and poor, you really have no definite 
aim, or purpose ; they are simply Scriptural prints, 
and that it has been a practice of Christians in very 
good times of the Church to have such things, and to 
give them to one another. 

Of course, I should refer you, in the first instance, 
to what has been said above of the inadequacy of such 
an explanation of a settled practice, on the part of a 
Minister of the Gospel, in his Ministerial capacity. 
And then I would ask, at what times has such a 
practice prevailed ? Has it been acknowledged here 
since our Eeformation? What was the state, and 
condition of the Church, in other points of teaching, 
and observance, when these things were general, and 
unnoticed? What connexion had they with the 
general phase and form of the corrupt teachings 
and ceremonies, and observances, of those days I 
Were they analogous to them, congenial, and in 
harmony with them ? And if so, do the revival, 
and adoption, and use of them now, speak to the 
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eyes and ears, and judgements of those who are 
not led away by them, of inclinations, ^and ten- 
dencies on the part of those who are, back again 
to the state in which we were before they wct© 
abandoned and put aside ? do they speak to others of 
inclinations which have come to be expressively, 
and not unjustly, characterised as Bomanistic ? and 
that whole £rame and habit of heart and mind as 
Eomanising ? Terms very expressive, and according 
to all the principles of human nature, most just, and 
rightly applicable. Nay, the application of them is 
invited by the very theory of those who are most 
prone to the syBtem. They say that outward things 
have so nmch to do in forming, &shioning, support- 
ing, and guiding the inward frame, and habits of 
feeling and devotion. If the things, then, of which 
we are now speaking, including the treasuring of a 
pictorial Crucifix, as a cherished possession, and the 
employment of it as an useM assistant in devotion, 
are in harmony with iiiat theory, rather than with 
the unclouded Gt)spel principle, enuntiated by the Hps 
of Christ himself, and restored at our Eeformation, 
as the aU-pervading principle of worship in our 
Church; that worship is acceptable only as it rises 
pure from the heart, and is offered in spirit, and in 
truth : then, I say, the application of the above 
terms to such habits and frames of mind, and 
practises, is based upon a true estimate of hiunan 
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nature, and is reasonable, and just. And^ seeing 
that it is so, if, after all, you have no certain aim 
and object in distributing these crucifixes to both 
rich and poor, but do so only because such things 
used heretofore to be distributed by Priests, and other 
pious persons, — and valued by those to whoim they 
were given,— however remote and distant yotir own 
feelings and inclinations may be from the principles, 
and system of Eome, (and GOD forbid I should not 
believe they are. as remote as I, and every true Anglo- 
Catholic Protestant can desire), still you must not be 
surprised, if for such an aimless and so far incon- 
siderate proceeding, you pay the severe penalty of 
needlessly causing offence to many around you, and 
bringing your, own motives and views into suspicion. 
And these consequences, if there were none other, 
constitute a most serious evil ; calling upon both 
you a^d me, to consider what should honestly and 
candidly be done towards remedying it. 

My duty in the matter may, in one sense, be 
difOlcult and perplexing. I have to deal with a new 
and heretofore unknown combination of circumstances, 
calling for the exercise of much thought, and delibe- 
ration, for singleness of view, such as may embrace 
only the glory of GOD, — ^the maintenance of His 
truth, — and the welfare of His people; for candour 
aiid sincerity in judging ; for moderation, in measures 
to be adopted; for kindness and affection towards 
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all. My moving principle should be the defence and 
maintenance of Christ's truth, together with a humble 
hearty desire and prayer, that good to all, and peace 
to all, may yet, by GOD's blessing, issue out of 
oppositions, and contentions, which have been en- 
gendered of the Christian earnestness of men acting 
under different views ; not unmixed, it may be, with 
the human infirmities of self-will, hastiness, prejudice, 
opinionativeness, which act probably, more or less, in 
all of us. In one sense, it may be difficult and per- 
plexing for me, amidst this jarring and clashing, — 
among feelings excited by the use of fi>nns and modes 
novel to the generation to which they are exhibited, — 
among pubHc combinations, and arrays of men for 
hostile disputation on reKgion, — ^to know how to 
direct my steps, and my measures for the settling, if 
so be GK)D may permit it, of all back again into 
qtdet, sobriety, and usefiilness. It may be difficult, 
too, inasmuch as the healing of this novel state c^ 
things in so lai^ a community as Brighton, sieems 
to be beyond the reach of all usual remedies ; and 
that it must, therefore, either be left to fester on 
untouched, and unmolUfied, or that an attempt must 
be made to soothe and cure it, by some new and 
hitherto untried and unproved mode of proceeding. 
On the other hand, I yet ought not to be discouraged, 
inasmuch as I believe that all the Chiefs and Ghiides 
of those, with whom I have to deal, have a true 
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desire for GOD*s glory, and the welfare ef His 
Church and people ; and that I may, therefore, 
trustfully and hopefully appeal to them, to look not 
every man on his own things, but with candour and 
forbearance also on the things of others. (Phil, ii., 4.) 
And if there be this disposition, this real fruit of 
Christian fidelity, and love in aU, we must assuredly 
hope that GOD will bless it to the magnifying of His 
truth in our eventual harmony and love. 

This letter to you, then, to be made public to others 
also, is the first step which this view of my duty and 
hope impels me to take, in the humble prayer and 
trust that He will bo pleased to prosper and bless it 
towards a good result. Surely, your duty is to take 
it as it is meant. To yield a willing and sincere 
acquiescence in the advice and exhortation it conveys 
that you will begin a co-operation with me towards 
placing yourself right with many, who are now im- 
happily offended in you, by doing a faithful part for 
their sakes, and for your own useftdness, in candidly 
reviewing and thoroughly examining the grounds on 
which some of your practices and proceedings rest. I 
have invited you to this here, on the one unconnected, 
as some may deem it, and, as many may think, 
unimportant and indifferent subject of the pictorial 
Crucifix. I feel the question concerning that seem- 
ingly small thing to be connected in many ways, 
both as to principle and practice, with several other 
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matters on which, also, I hope, ere long, to call for 
your attention. You will always give me that 
attention, I will trust and believe, in a filial, affec- 
tionate, and teachable spirit. Assured, as the tone 
and manner, I trust, of this letter has proved to you, 
that while I spare not to speak what, according to 
the knowledge which GOD has been pleased to 
permit unto me, I believe to be certainly true and 
right, I have yet also so spoken, as neither myself 
to have condemned, nor to have given others any 
triumph over you. I have called upon you to con- 
sider. May GOD give us all grace constantly to do 
this in sincerity, with prayer and humility before 
Him ; — and so with this devout aspiration, for you, 
myself, and all our brethren around you, I bid you 
for the present in all brotherly love in Christ Jesus^ 
OUT Lord, Farewell. 

Your faithful Brother, 

A. T. CTCESTHi 

Palace, Cuichesteu, 
Nov, 4th, 1852. 
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